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how he was dealt with by the men of the Church at Westminster in taking a lease of them at the King's coming in,1 and particularly the devilish covetousness of Dr. Bushby.-Sir Stephen Fox, in discourse, told him how he is selling some land he hath, which yields him not above three per cent., if so much, and turning it into money, which he can put out at ten per cent. \ and, as times go, if they be like to continue, it is the best way for me to keep money going so, for aught I see. I to Westminster Hall, and there took a turn with my old acquaintance Mr. Pechell, whose red nose, makes me ashamed to be seen with him, though otherwise a good-natured man. So away, I not finding of Mr. Moore, with whom I should have met and spoke about a letter I this day received from him from my Lord Hinch-ingbroke, wherein he desires me to help him to ^1,900 to pay a bill of exchange of his father's, which troubles me
1 The lease here mentioned was that of the famous Ashburnham House in the Cloisters.    The lease was purchased by the Crown of John, Earl of Ashburnham, in 1730, and the Cottonian Library was deposited in the house.    In 1731 the disastrous fire occurred there which consumed so many treasures, and injured others.    Ashburnham House passed to Westminster School in 1881 in fee simple, in pursuance of the Public Schools Act, 31 and 32 Viet., cap. 118.    A view of the tine staircase, still existing in old Ashburnham House, is given in Britton and Brayley's " Public Buildings."
2 Richard Busby, D.D.  (1606-1695), the famous head-master  of Westminster School.    In July, 1660, he was installed as Prebendary of Westminster, and in the following August he became canon residentiary and treasurer of Wells.    It would be impossible to find a more inappropriate expression to apply to Busby than "devilish covetousness."    He was one of the most charitable of men;  and as one instance of this out of many, Mr. J. Sargeaunt, Master at Westminster School, tells the editor that he finds  from Busby's  accounts  that between February, 1656-57, and the end of the following October, out of a total expenditure of about ^"670, more than ^200 went in direct charity and in repairing the school buildings and the houses which he occupied as prebendary and master.    In another year he spent at least a tenth of total expenditure in direct charity.    Mr. Sargeaunt adds, " His benefactions to Christ Church were large, and to Wells Cathedral not small. Some works in the Abbey he did at his own expense, as well as works at Willen and in other places.    By his will he left practically the whole of his property for charitable uses."    It must be remembered in respect to the Cofferer's scandalous charge that buyer and seller are seldom of one mind, and that the Dean and Chapter of Westminster Abbey might quite justly take a different view from that held by William Ashburnham.